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| By Zoſbna Miller. 


Z&ACHn.14.7. Butit fhall con come t0 paſſe, thar 
at | arthe evening time it ſhall be light. | 
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To 'the Honourable, . the 
Cormmulsioners for the Coun-- 
ty of Glamorgan. + 


E Fzz2z5Ey Hen Tobſerve. the viciſi- 
Ea Is trades: «and changes , God 
as makes upon the world , it 
"Ee pur meto a ſtand how to 
rec. callmen honourable,  - 
* Bur conſidering the noble Titls ? 
Nthar God himſelf gives ro men in Au- # 
2 thority, Pſal.$2.6. as, 1 have ſaid, ye we _ 
k Gods, having the moſt ancient Aurhor, 
[1 ſhall not crre to call you Honourable. 
F This laſt age is atime wherein Truth 
is much increaſed , arid much contto- -3 
Þ verted , and that glorious liberry Truth - 
"F brings in is much abuſed by thiſ-con- _ 
kſtruQion. Js 05.4400, 
þ And indeedthe miſt is yer {6 preat 
þ which makes nvoſt mer ſtumble ; for. 
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EE -- > T's Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
' wantof day-light; yer our good God 
:hath promiſed, Fſa.30 26. That the 
light of the Sur ſhall ve ſcuenfold,and ſuch 
8s will not ſee, ſh.ll tec, and be aſhamed: 
I bave: more then ordinary ground to 
believe your zealous affetion to Truth, 
which works in me a boldnefſe ro pre- 
ſent this ſmall Book to your view: ut is 
bur a bloflome of the tree of life, which 
may prove ſweet to the taſt, and plea- 
ſant to theeye, if divinely underſtood, . 
for I judge your minds like rothat no- 
ble ſpeech: of Artaxerxes,- who ſaid, 
It became a noble mind as well to accept 
ſmall things from others, as to give great 
things to them: Nay, : God himſclfe 
gives the greateſt good roman , and 
acceprs the ſmalleſt rerurnes . from 
them ;- ſo ] truſt- the ſmalleſt volume 
may be read by you as well as the 
greateſt, | 
Yet would I nor uſe, your names for 
 Parronage, not accounting any Booke 
/ wortha Patron, which hathnort Truth. 
© -topatronizc it , which if this bad wy 
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I ſhould be -as unwilling to ſer your 3 
names as my owne before 'it ; but 
knowing you are as defirous ro know _ 
Truth, as my- ſeclfe to ſearch afrer it, + 
you will do well to follow the wiſe Be- 

' reans,to try all things. | 

I confeſſe, when I duly 'ponder 
how all Writings. .in this Age are. 
olofled upon, by the opiniorfative 
phanſics of men , moſt ſpeaking 
not 3S this Truth requires, nor yet 
"| as the Author meaneth, I then had 

ſome thoughts ro have kepr theſe 
: | things. in my breaſt , where they firſt 
, | burned, rather then ſend them abroad 
. | £0 be deſcanted upon by mans judge- 
4 ment. hs 
4 Bur finding the fire to kindle, it # 
muſt breake forth, and having greater 


: arguments from the Author of Truth, 
then. its controverter, knowing that no 
- Truth is che worſe becauſe men dif- 
«= reliſh it ; and from that ſwect com- 
bl forr and delight 1 had then in wri- 
© | ing it I thought it better. co Jay: 
| | / ' 7 Bp my 
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to conceale any thing which may 


(by the Divine Power ) conduce to 
the caſting downe of darkneſlc in its 
Principles. | 


As for that Truſt God hath. now 


after ſo many conteſts, pur into: your 
| hands, you will dowell inall your af- 
faircs, to looke up unxo the Author 
of this Honour, and the end for 
which he hath thus exalted you; and 


if you a& according to his dire&ions, ' 


which is for truth, rightcouſncfle anda 


juſt liberty, asjI have great hopes God 
hath now given you this Power. for this 


end, that thoſe poor dark Countreys 
where the light of our good God 
hath not yet ſhined, that you may 


be reftoxers of paths ro dwell in, 


fartherers of the Goſpell, and in 
doing theſe things God may: fulfill 


that promiſe ro us by =, - 4 be . 
e Orphan-like'- | 


Nurfing- Fathers to the 
-  Countieyes : and me-thinks I ſee God 
 Pointing-out glorious things by. you, 
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Coin pe ou ve apa ood: Thee: A 
fore joyne hand. and: heart- together, | 
forget, all: {elfe-injur! 65 x {9k OCh16r: wif. 
kakes. 
And;tuly then I may boldly, fay 
-to youg.cevea to yÞu, without any 
Aarrery , that your Honour will be 
more then. a bare Title, ir will. be - 
emblazon'd in the divine Dany ad, g 
where your names in no Age ſhall be © 
een" , for ſuch is the memory of 
the ju ; 
I need not tell you how God in theſe © 
eight yeares laſt paſt hath out of Wars 
nefſe brought ſtrength', made ch 
8.3. a 


things: that arc not to'confound 
that are, and now he goes p20 3 
eur af the mauth of babes' and. ſucklngs * 
'to thew forth his priſe; Lia "oy A 
ſcen this in ſome _mcaſure uy 
ſame: God that ' opens and 
ſhurs:, keep open your kad er = 
ar'y among you been nd ca deſpi © the 
On of —_ things, how. _ 
A4 ors ©} 
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vours, or” rather the Lords leading me 
in the making knowne thoſe Truths: 
how 'they will ſpeed. amongft others, I 
know not. RO 

Yer it will be a comforr'to me to 
hear that you bid themwelcome. 

For; I have learnt nor 'to (eſteem 
truth rhe eſſe , becauſe frowned upon, * 
nor the greater, if ſmiled on; bur here 
is my joy and glory, to ſee the 

* "Truth of ' God held - forth in the 

world ,, whether it be received or re- 
jected. We ONID | aired 
 TIfeareThave troubled you with too 
large an Epiſtle to ſo fmall a Book, bur 
conſider that Love writ it, and fo 
an, 
. + Tbeg from my heart , that as you are 
honourable, ſo you may be kept hum- 
ble, and muſt from the love of God tell 
you plainly,that I rather defire you may 
loſe your Honor, then loſe or want hu- - 
-mility, which ( in ſome reſpeR) is the 
-Crownof bleſſings, 
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"Yah ey RET I ſhall fooher fo #2 
ger my owne name; then not remember | 


my ſc} ro be 


Your reall Servant exdyi in 
| _Yy work of God, - 
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| "Gow Reader, the deſice 1 bave that truth 
JN way be impartially* underſtood , makes me 


Book: what thou findeſt in it hath the face of 
(rift, account it fair, beautifull, and be in love 
with it : what ever my delight and gaine hath 
beer in krowing, writing it , [ wiſh thee as much 
51 readeng; if the golden key of the divine Spi- 
yit go along and open what -meay ſeem hard to 
thee, 4 then wake x0 queſtion, but it will be pr o- 
fitable: if thou findeſt any thing opened that bath 
*s mary books been left under a veile, give Ged 
eve glory ; if thou findefF any error, conſider that 
the Writer, Reader , and Printer bath ma: y ; 
yet [hnow noxe in the books, excepting the mi- 
fakes of the Prinier, which | pray the candidly 
to correlt, and let me have thy love, though 1 
cannot have thy mind in all things : However. 
1muſt alwayes from the law of Love , continue 
thine in all Chriftian ſervice. 


Joſhua Miller. 
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hap. I. 
Hat a xr IS, 


VV, IT. Whether Repentanoe pre- 


preached. 

Chap. ITI. Whar Prayer 1s. 

Chap. I V. Whether a juſtified perſon ought 
to pray for the pardon of fin. 

(hap. V. Whether this viſible world ſhall 
be deſtroyed or changed, and how, 

(hap. V 1. Whether all creatures (ball be res 
ſtored to a ſtate of perfeRion. 

Chap. V II. What may be ſaid of the time 
of this change. 

{bap. VIII. What ſure ground we have to 
believe this change is nigh, and that many 
chings muſt firſt come to paſle.. 


| Chap. IX. Whether we may not expe 8 


lorious reft before the finall appearing, 
and what reſt it will be, 

Chap. X. Ataſte of divine joy, and what 
IT 18, | 


cede Faith, and which is ficſt cobe 
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Cuavy. 1. 
What a Saint Pratticallis, © 


>ANowledge of the Myſteries 
& and hidden Properties.of na- 
B22 turall things, is for the moſt 
2 part the ſtudy and delight of 
1M yp he carthly man. Knowledge 
ATCEITT4 of the divine and glorious 
Myiterics of God in the Goſpell, is the: fludy = 
and delight of the holy and. heavenly manz:: 
Mc. Ve»ning an ingenuoas and godly man, 
hach of late in a ſmall book of his, ſer iforthy. 
a Saint in the Theoreticall and Practicall Part, 
in ſeeming contradictions, yet very lively and 
truly. 

I (hall caſt in my. Mite into this Treaſury, 
though ir be not worth the looking on-3-yet 
: may challenge to be of the ſame coin;though 

mall, 

1. Hedwells in love, and love dwells i in 
him, he'loves all chat bear: his Fathers mage, 
a ſpark or a flame; where he' bcholds his: Fa- 
thers ſtamp, he receives the perſon, he that 
loveth not his brother, abidettr.in darkneſſe, 
| 170h.2,11, TP 97 
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>; He is more inwardly holy; ther out- , 
wardly holy, he had rather be that? which he] * 
ſeems not to be, then ſeem to be what he is 
not ; he defires riot the face of ans, but the 
heart of 7eſvs. 

3. He abſtaines from evill,not becauſe men' 
may ſee him, but God ; he ſpeaks like Toſeph, 
GCen.39.9. How can 1 do this great withedneſſe, 
and fin againſt God? The fight of God is], 
more in his eye to affe& him, then the ſweet- - 
nefle of ſin is to allure him : As I remember 
n Mook being tempted to Adultery, the Har-! , 

4 
8 


lotbronght him inco a ſecret place, and rold 
him none could fee them there : He anſwers 
her; who ts God ? is he nothing? bring me 
to aplace where God ſeeth nor, and 1 will 
commit it. 
4. Heeſtimates himfelfe the leaſt of all 
. Saints, as Joby, Lam but a voiceand no more, 
Afar.1.3. he prefers all men before him, yet he f 
aſpires to live above the bigheſt Saint, heJ, 
would be more holy then they, and yet more. 
humble. THE | þ 
4. He walks ſocxaQly as if there was no. 
GoſpcH, yet he dies ſo comforcabjy, as if. 
there-was nothing. but Goſpell. Or thus, |, 
he ſo. tiritly lives, as if he were to be 
faved by his own works, yet dies, as if there jc 
was no Law, his language is Pauls, Phil.3. . 
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+| 1 prefſe forward toward the marks menrun in 

he | © Face; ftriving for the maltery, ſo doth he. 
| 6. Hc is never fatisfred wich grace-, but 

ne | fo0n filled with the world, /ob.6.3 4. Lord, e- 
| verwore give &s this bre:d, not now and then, 


but alwayecs, he kaowes there is more tn God 


yi then/can be delired, and: yer he defires more 
[then he can attain co. 0 wed lug # 
Jr, Lord,feed me with the crums that fall from 
Fi thy table, rather then ler me wane , if :I may 
ot hot taſt che fineſt of the wheac;, .let:me have 


'Jthe courſer, ſo it be bread ic will nouriſh mes 


rg | after the water brooks';;ſo doth my ſoule afrer 


bd 7 living. God; nor a dead letter, but a quick- 
wy ning ſpirit, not the ritle: or term of a God, 
""Jbutthc living Lord: nothing below. himſelf 
tl will ſeryc/his torn&unlefle Iinjoy Godin all, 
I want every thing; - "207 ma eh: 
'| 7. Heis niore afraid of fin thethell ; for 
hel? knowes,where (in reigns nor, helt hath no 
dominion; and yet he can fay,ſ 1 Cor.15:55.] 
10 20 dettb where is thy ſting ? Death came in by 
fin, take-the cauſe aviay,: and the cfte&t will 
cy, ceaſe, | \t1te 413 (47) -% 
" 8. He reſpets Gods glory morethen his 
Tu woe profit, and he wilt pluck"out bis righe 
®©leye :and-cuc- off his right hand, rather then 
wr z0d (hall be diſhonoured, nothing is dearer 
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cious, or honourable. . a. 
9;: He is more afraid he ſhall not ſuffer fo 


Chriſt, then afraid to ſuffer for. him; I'muſt 
faith a gracious heart, tread his ſteps, follow 


-him co his foot, injoy the Erofle, andthen 
* ſhall know how to weare thei Crowne © w 
muſt fillivp the meaſure of his ſufferiogs-be 


hind {inthe body; gold'is-nor pure, tH} ie be 
fire-proof, all things miſt! be' eried-by fire, 1 


count all thirigsbut lofſe and dang, or-dogs 
-meat,\not. worth the Jooking on:+my' owne 
-ighteoufnefle mnſt be burbr up; that wherein 
I formerly \boaſted, malt now-ſuffer Tofle, 1 
am ready:not to be bound: only, but to die a 

Jeruſalem for the Name of the Lord Jeſus; 
| lf and legall righteoufnefle would: pull me 
back from this ſuffering, but die I muſt £o'all 
fich carnal, intereſts 3.1 am to be loſtto the 
ficſh, that I may befound mn the ſpirit-; as fot 
outward: ſofferings he 'expeRs them alfo;the 

aſhes of: holy men are-the beſt compuſt:'te 

manure the-Church; if. I.die in fire, God. will 
make me out of 'the aſhes; he ſaith to dry 
bones, live. © 2 9 I 


----10. He loves all ecuth'y/ for. the Authors 
fake, not for 'him that ſpeaks it; that'truthy , 
Which ſtrikes at his fin, as well as that: which] 


ſhewe 


SD En Ennren_ 


to me.thenhim who makes me: deare to hin: 
ſelfe, x:Per.2:7- to ſuch as believe he is-pre- 


| in AST the nature of God, but in being 
_ 
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truth, cut out my dead fleſb, let not fin. rule 
over me ; rebuke them Sn 74uws , ſharply (Or 


cuttingly) that they may be found in the Faith, 


Tt:1.3.if God doth wound bim, be knowes 
it is for his good. 

11. He counts the higheſt life in the crea- 
cure to be the greateſt death, and knowes. he 
can never live well untill he be-our of the 
world, Pſ[al.119. 96. 1 have ſeen an caſo! of all 
perfeltzon ; in ſeeing one thing inthe world 
he hath ſeen all ; -forallin the world is but the 
ſame earth appearing in various formes and 
figures, tke world. to -him is but as; the track 
of 2 ſhip at Sea, ſoo! made and. ſoon marr'd, 
all irs beauty is but skin-deep,*cis a Toba and 
Bohwin a comely garb; 

I2; He prayes-more to have {in cured then 
to have it coyered ;\ Lord take away my { F In ra- 
ther then the affliction, leave no ſore unheas 
{ed, though I ſuffer by ic, yet I would have no 
ſore left run ning, leaſt the' dogs , of this 
world feed upon me, I woyld not, be meat. 
for ſuch cormorants, as Pawl(2 (or:12,8:) be- 


| ſought che Lord thrice againſt his gemprtarion, 


fo doth he, he ſecks to weare out fin by his 


- Warring againſt it, 


13. He knowes- his happineſſe bet” not, 


made 
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made pit of the Divine Nature , a bare 
knowing God to be, cannot make me to be; 
ſuch as are joyned to the Lord are one ſpiric, 
*ris ſpirit-work to know God, I muſt be di- 
vine as well as ſpeak ſo, 1 Pet.2. 3. If ye have 
taſted that the Lord u gracious ; the word xy eu- 
ds, gracious, notes tweet, profitable , raſt 
makes judgement,l muſt raſt God to be good, 
ſweet, gracious, and then I ſhall at and ſpeak 
divinely. | 
14. No grief goes fo neare his heart, as his 
grievous ſtrayings from the life of God; he 
Holds it as neceflary in ſome reſpe to forrow 
For ſin, as to joy in God: they that ſowe in 
rears (ball reap in joy , there mult be a ſeed- 
eime before a harveſt; as David ſpeaks, fo 
doth he,P/al.5 1.4. Againſt thee,thee onely have 
\ IT finned: that winch aggravates an evill is that 
it's committed againit love, Peter thus went 
out, and wept bitterly , Semper Lachrymis 
ſuffnſos habmiſſe ecnlos ; ſome obſerye that e- 
verafter Peter had his checks furrowed with 
continuall tears : relapſe into ſin makes re- 


tenting. 


15, He receives ſtrikings as well as ſtrokings 
with.patience and thankfulnefſe; a true ſon 
of Fob, the Lord gives,and the Lord takes away, 
bleſſed be his Name, not curſe God, anddie, as. 
the woman cqunlſclled him, 


This 


's S % = is do. to x 


This effeminate woman the world is mans. 
Tempter-to miſcall his Maker, Il9ok on God 
ſaith ſhe, he afflits thee to deſttoy thee., he 
will damne thee at faſt ; a gracipus heart 
anſwers, thou ſpeakeſt like a foolih-woman, 
Rom.8.28, 1 know all things worke for my 
good, 'frownes as well as ſmiles , whatever 5 
called good, or whatever is called evill ;God 
brings light out of darkneſſe , unity out of 
diſparity ; as God ſpeaks, ſo doth he, £/#-54. 
17. No weapon formed againſt me ſhall proſper: 
the true Proſperity of a thing is 3A its cot» 
tinnance,, but all things againſt me ſhall 
have achange, therefore not proſper: he ee- 
choes to David, it's good for me: that I was 
aMiced , afflition 'in' Gods Schoole makes 
us proficents. ' HET 

The more you beat the wallont-tree, 
the more it bears; ſo.the Saints .gaine by 
lofles, after ſach an-aflifion , fuch .a mercy 
I had: contra ries fruſtrare one - another ; 
life doth death, joy doth ſorrow;, afflition 


firſt comes,and plonghs up the fallow ground 


of my heart, then is the feed ſownez he ſpeaks 
not as that wicked King, 2 King. 6.33. Thit 
evill i of the Lord, why ſhould T wait 4ny longer? 
but rather, what evill in me brought this? rrue 


| and juſt are all thy -Judgements, O Lard 


God; 


B 2 16-He 


| '.16. Hefees nothing of the fleſh dwelling | 
in atother; but asks at home, Ts not this evill 
in me? As Plato, when he ſaw any one dumb 
in the ſtreet, would ſpeak to himſelf, Nam 
-$0tals? 'Am not I ſucha one? the more in- 
ward any thing is, the more ſtrong , whether 
1itbe:goodor evill; fin is moſt aggravated by 
2 ſuppoſing ſecreſie, he makes inquiry as the 
| Diſciples, Lap. 26.22. Maſter, is it 1? He 
loves to ask , though he be not guilty. 

17, He. is as holy in his Cloſer -as-in the 
Church, when from the Saints, as well as with” 
them; in all his walkings he is as light 5 the 
-world, Mat.5.16, no ſociety of men can ex- 
tinguiſhhis fellowſhip with God. + 
_ -- 18, He ſopurſues holinefſe, as if he held 
free-will ; yet he prayes foric, as iF he had 
power todonothing, 2 Cor.3.5. Weare not 
ſufficient -of our ſelves to thinke one good 
thought, man cannot work in -Gods Myſtery, 
*tis an Art; which all the Maſters of Art are 
yet but punies in this School ; divine leſſons 
are weightier, harder and higher then their dt- 
vinity Lecares. | | 

19. He counts no fin ſmall, but believes e- 
very fin hath weight enough ro weigh him to 
death ; if he diſcerna mote in his brothers 
eye, he thinks there is a beame in his owne ; 
ke had rather make fin more then it is by ag- 

5  gravation, 


[ gravation, then ſeek ro make it lefſe-: for ki 


that hideth his ſin ſhall not preſper. 

. 20. He is more zealous for power then 
forme, he had rather leave undone ſmaller 
matters, then neglc the” weighty things of 
the Law ; righteauſneſle, juſtice, truth, theſe 
have Gods proper ſtamp upon them, there- 
fore to be moſt looked after. 

Theſe are ſome.leare demonſtrations of 
a practicall Chriſtian, for there are many falſe 
Chriſtians now gone out in the world, 


CHAP, II. 


whether Repentance precede Faith, and which 7 
firſt to be preached. 


ODin this laſt age is making our his 
truth in plainnefle , whereas in former 


ages it hath been much clouded ; therefore 


marvell not, if thou readeft that which will 
be gain-faycd. 
It lath been a great diſpute amongſt men, 


| whether Repentance go before Faith,or Faith 


Repentance ? I ſhall not erre againſt truth, 
nor yet diſagree from ſome men, ro ſay that 
Faith is alway before Repenrance i in the con- 
verſion of a Sinner to God; and if this be' 
/ B 3 true, 


|” kended,but not firſt wrought, 


ito] CY 
true , then jt will neceflarily follow, "that 
Faith ought: to be preached before Repen- 
tance. 

For, I judge Faith to be the inſtrumencalt 
cauſe of Repentance, and not Repentance the 
cauſe of Faith: Ir is true, that in; the con- 
yerſion of a ſinner to God, Faith and Repen- 
tance ever £0 together ; yet Faith is the firſt- 
borne, and may challenge the right hand of 
fellowſhip. 

Now the difficulty ſeems to be opened in 
this particular: It is very true, that Repen- 
tance is (for the moſt part) diſcovered be- 
fore Faith to men, therefore men judge that 
Repentance is, and muſt be before Faith. 

 Tanſwer: Firſt, thar it will not: follow 
alwayes true , that the firſt in appearance, is 
firſt inthe ſoul; Faith I compare to the ſeed 
calt in che ground, Repentance I call the blade 

rung up from that ſeed : Now no man will 
judge 1o weakly, thar becauſe he ſeeth the 
blade firſt ſpring up , therefore the ſeed is not 
there. | Fe 

Againe, you may underſtand it by this al- 
lufion; when a candle is lighted in a room,and 
I come into that room, true it is, I have the 
{ight firſt in my eye, and ſee thar frrſt, yet the 
candle was there before the light was ; ſo it 
is often true, that repentance is firſt _ 
LOll- 
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Conſider ſecondly, that if Repentance be 
before Faith, then I ask, what doth that Hje-. 
pentance avail man ? If that place be true, 


Heb.n.6. Without F aith'it ts impoſſible to pleaſe . 


God? I may then ſafely conclude, if Repen- 
tance is firſt, why was not 4bab and Judas 
their repentance accepted ? was it not for 
want of true Faith? I never found in Scrip- 
ture, that any did truly repent before faith ; 
7ob in his laſt Chaprer when he had ſeenthe 
Lord k& abhorres himſeife; 1/as.6.5. fo 1/aiab 
when he had ſeen the Lord, he cries, Woe # 
me , 1 am undone; fo that generall promiſe 


runs, Zach.12.10. They ſhall look upon him _. 


whom they have pierced,and mourn for him: all 
implics a ſeeing before ſorrow. | 

I pur the caſe thus: Suppoſe a man ſhould 
meer with his friend, but diſgnifed, and fo 
ſhould take him for his enemie, and kill him ; 
now when his vizard is taken off, and he finds 
that 1t was his dear friend , what think you, 
will not ſorrow follow? ſo untill a ſoule 
come to apprehend that againkt his Saviour, 
his Father and Friend, he hath wounded. him 
that loves him, when he ſeeth this, he will 
ſorrow kindly indeed. TY 

Fora man will never be willing to account 
his own ſtate bad, untill he is brought into a 


| beliefe of a berrex ſtate in Chriſt. for him; 


B 4 Peter | 


Þeter,who was a Diſciple of Chriſt,could ne- 
ver haverepented of his (in in denying hisMa- 


ſer, if he had not looked npon him; much leſs 
isa ſfinnerableto repent of his ſins, but from 
a ſaving ſighr of God in Chriſt, 

Now this being undeniabſy rrue,then faith 
im Chriſt muſt be farſt preached ; And herein I 
know, many godly men 1h their preaching g0 
againlt their own principles, who all ſay, that 
repentance without faith is dead, yet they 


preach repentance firſt, and qualifications ; a 


man muſt be ſo and fo humbled, before he 


muſt lay hold upon Chriſt: and by this means 


many poor ſouls are kept under the hatches, 


\* darenor lay hold upon Chrift, untill ſo far 


humbled; I my ſelf having repentance , being 
kept four years under this law,and thought ir 


preſumption in me to believe my (ins pardo- 


ned, untill qualified. Truly I mult judg this to 
be a branch ofPPurgatory, and meerly legall, 
where men put knots upon a trurh,that it can- 
not be nakedly diſcovered to finners on earth. 

Objeft.Butan Objection may ariſe:Did not 


Chriſt in his firſt Sermon on the mount preach 
repentance when he ſaid, Repent, far the king- 


dows of heaven ts at hand? Mat.4.17. Did not 
7ohn a\ſo preach the fame doctrine? Mar. 1.4. 


1o did not Peter preach the ſame, As 3. 19: 
Anſm. | 


Repent, that your ſins may be blotted ont ? 


ſo; but note, k was before the Goſpell was 
come ; Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 1 at 


hand, preſently to follow upon it; and the, 
word( peTavoars) repent here fignifes achange. 


of the mind onely : Chriſtk@was a fulfiller 


of the Law, and ſpoke many things as 1n that” 


relation : and this dofrine was ſuited to the 
Phariſes, who thought all was well; Chriſt 
tells them, they mult be of another mind, or 
els no falyation; they muſthave another kind 
of faith then what they already had : Now: 
here men miſtake, who take repentance in the 
latitude of it, and ſo ſuppoſe humiliation and 
ſorrow mult firſt be,before faith. Iwould ask 
any ſoul that had true repentance, this queſti. 
on, When they were in aſtateof ſorrow for 
fins? What made them thus ſorrow ? Was it 
not firſt becauſe they had -offended a loving 
Father? Or ſecondly, had they no ſecret hope 
in them that Chriſt would be merciful,though 
at preſent they dutſt not lay-hold upon him ? 
why did they ſorrow els, if they had no dram 
of faith they ſhould be ſaved,their tears were 


then ſpent in vain, Iam confident, never any 


man was yet converted , but he had the ſparks 
of faith;though not flaming. Therefore I may 
ſafely conclude , that for,any man to preach 


repentance before taith , 15 not ro preach the - 


4 


Goſpel, 


5 | 
: 


Anſw. Tanſwer, that it is troe; Chriſt did: 


2:5 
fy 
44 


Golpell, but the oh. : pp further, if theyſt 
own the title of Miniſters of the Goſpel,whyſc 
then they ſhould obey his generall command,|f 
Mark.16.1 5,16. Go ye and preach the Goſpell| 1 
he that believes ſhall be ſaved, he that believes c 
ot ſhall be damned: Surely if Repentance f 
muſt firſt be preached,then why ſhould Chriſt] f: 
exclude it in this great command? I know[n 
not who car! teach his Maſter, and if the 

word (Go/pel) ſignifies glad tidings, as all| f; 
men judge, I wonder in the order of theſ a 
Goſpecl| wherein (ſhould the Goſpell excellſ zc 
the Law, if it bids men firſt repent, and then fi 


believe? this is no good newes, to tell mel fi 


I maſt firſt repent, be hambled for my ſinnes| 
the Law ſpeaks this of ir felf, ſuch a kind off L 


' preaching is as if I ſhopld firft put out a many] tl 
//\\ eyes, and then bid him look upon me. 2 


1. 0bje&. But ſome may obje, What is the] Þ 
meaning of that glace in eLF#s 20.21, where} w 
Pavul teſtified to the Fews and Greeks repentance 
towards Ged,and faith towards our Lord Feſus? 

x. Anſw. Tanſwer: That true it is, in the 
converſion of a finnerto God Faith and Re 
pentance ever So together ; yet Faith is firſt 
in order of natnre in the foule: and for that 
place of repentance towards God, I under- 
ttand not that it maſt be preached or 
wrought, but Pg here onely —_— 

/ ©. 
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eythe objec of Pak and Repentance; God 
hy| conſidered abfolutely in himielfe, is the per-. 
d,|ſon whom we haye offended, or difobeyed, 
e/}] repentance muſt be in _refpeR of him ; God 
ves] came in Chriſt reconciling the world to him- 
cel ſelf, and ſo under this notion there muſt be 
rift] faich upon Chriſt; ſo thar this Scripture makes 
»wl nothing as to the order of faith & repentance,, ' 
hel 2+ 05jef. But doth not Pay! fay before _ 
| faith came we was kept under a Schoolmaſter, 
hel and the Law was our Schoolmaſter to bring ns 
ell] zo Chrift? Gal.3.24. Doth nat that humble us 
en] for Chriſt? and if ſo, then we are tobe quali- 
nel fied in ſome ſenſe before we believe. 
es| 2. Anſw. I anſwer :. That Paxl faith the 
off Law was, he ſpeak: of k as inthe time paſt, 
ns] that is to ſay, before Chriſt came the Law was 

a Schoolemaſter, and we were ever learnin 
hel but never able to be profictents by ic ; but it E 
re} was but untill faith came, there faith is taken | 
ce] objeftive, for the objeRof faith: we were un» 
47] der the dominion and killing power of the 
he. Law, not that it can prepare us for Chriſt, for 
e| then Chriſt conid not be a perfet Savionr ; 
ſt} And although moſt men interprer it by alfu- 
at] ding to a Schooltmaſter, who fits. Schollers 
r-| for the Univerſity, ſo (ſay they) the Law is # 


orþ Schoolmaſter to prepare men. ' 
hy For mypart, I cather with Gbmiſſion to 
iq of the 


the nnbiafſed -judgmen 
[_Schooltmaſter,)] rather notes this, that the 
Law had the maſterſhip and rule over us, and 
we was ſubje ro what it threatned;but when 
Chriſt came this Schoolmaſter had us not un- 
der his bondsand puniſhments, as if by ic we 
could be taught | everlaſting life; and ay 
Chriſt ſaith, (Call no man your Mafter, but one 
ever Chrift: ſo that the Law cannot be under- 


ſtood in this ſenſe, that it prepares us for 
Chriſt, unleſſe this preparation be meant that | 


it leayes us under condemnation ; Rem. 3. 20. 
For by the Law is the knowledge of ſin, yet not 
an efficacious knowledge of linne, fo as to 
 ſhew us a Saviour, but ic will cauſe us to run 
from him, — | 
And indeed take a man ſimply conſidered,as 
obeying the Law, he never cares for a Saviour, 
thinks he is well enough,as the pratiſes of the 
Phariſees teſtifie fully to us. 
- . 3+ Objeft. Bur how are thoſe promiſes true, 
gyhere God calls ( Mat.11. 28.) ſuch as are 
weary and heavy laden, and 1 dwell with bim 
that is of a humble and centrite ſpirit, and the 
whole have no need of the Phyſutzan, hut they 
»hich are jck? Muſt not men firſt be qualified 
before God call them ? | 
_ 32M. Tanſwer : Firſt, theſe places do not 
demonſtrate that every man mult be ſo before 


Lg 


et, ſuppoſe 'the word 


Fd ; faith, 
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ord(faith,but only declares, that it is poſſible men 


theſare,and may be by the Law ſo terrified forfin: 
nd|[yet this alfo is by the ſpirit, altough they may 
zen |bave terror, yet this cannot be true humiſiatt- 
1n-|on, but a legall afrightement for ſin: Theſe _ 
wel promiſes are only to teſtifie Gods bowells of 
ag| compaſſion to ſuch as well as others,and from 
| his mercy calls them to believe in him, mean- 
r= | ing,as I candidly interpret it,that unleſſe God 
or | calls them,they wil ſtil be mourning,and think 
ax | they are nor qualified ſufficiently for himzand 
o, | therfore God manifcits his love rowards them. 
2.en/.Bur ſecondly,I anſwer,if the Goſpell 
-0 | Muſt b= preached only to ſach upon conditt- 
'n | ons,then I ask how can it be a free Goſpell? - 
- | which notes it comes without any ſach condi-= 
25 | Lions to be performed by us. And further,how 
can a man follow Chriſts command to preach 
« | the Goſpell ro every creature, if qualification. 
in any ſenſe mult go before? Pas! teacheth us 
> | another [flon,1Timii5.Thy i a faithfull aj- 
ing, ( briſt came to ſave ſinners, of whom 1 am. 
Fe ay low ſaith not if they are humbled,bur calls 
to finners indefinitely, qualinners, Chriſt comes 

to give us faith, that we may be humbled. 
f L#. But may not repentance then be preas- 
© | ched?yea,in its proper place as a fruit of faith: 
I would have all that go under that no- 
ble title pf Preachers of the Goſpell to 
TT” "T_ 


IF 


J% : 


Chriſts flead , as though God did beſetch you in 
3% : Wepray you tn Chriſts ſtead be ye reconci. 
ted to God; That 1s to ſay, we ſpeak in love to 
ou, that through love you may receive and 
heve that teſtimony which God hath given 
of his Son; and what is this teſtimony , bur 
to believe that record that God is a Father to 
- usin Chriſt? I might mention divers other 
places where Faith is firſt laid down,as As 8, 
37. Where Philip ſaid to the Eunuch, If thow| 
$elieveſt with all thy beart thou mayeF; ſo' 


Foh.6,29. when they asked what they ſhould Jot 


do to be faved, why Chriſt anſwers, This 5s 
the work, of God, that you believe on bim whom 
be hath ſent : To cnd this queſtion with that 
place in eMts 5.21. Him hath God the Father 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour to pive 
repentance and remiſſion of fins; this is plain, 
Chriſt gives repencance, but how ** through 
faith : Therefore Chriſt muſt firſt be diſcove- 
a according to the whole tenor of the Goſ- 


CHAP, 
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- © eonfider Parls ſpeech to the Corinthians] 
. 2 Cor.5.20. Now then we are Embaſſadowrs in| 


C HA P, I IT. 
What Prayer is. 


5 &- Slory of manisto underſtand eruth 
diſtintly without confuſion; Prayer in 


{generall is the going out of the heart to God 
[from a divine diſcovery of a greater good 
jthen man bath yet attained. 

8.1] Men cannot pray for that which they ap- 
qprebend no need of; emptineſſe is the womb 
Jthac producerh Prayer, and as fire is the cauſe 

Jof heat, ſo the ſenſe of a want of God 


draweth forth the ſpirit to cry after him : 
Before Adam fell, there was no neceſiity of 
Prayer, for he wanted nothing ; neither doT 
conceive if Adam had ſtood Prayer had ever 
ſprung forth, ſo that we weare it as a 
badge of our imperfeRion in this life. 

2s. Whether it be the externall yoice that 
makes Prayer? ſome think that no man can. 
be ſaid to pray, unlefle he ſpeake with his 


eAnſw. Tanſwer : That the externall de- 
livery of words cannot be a ſubſtantiall pare: 
of Prayer.; for if it be, then TI may teacha 
2 Parret to pray : but thus far I acknowledge, 


that it is the outward forme , and that which 


God 


God hath inſtieutcd ro be amongſt men ; foi 
no man can ſay, I pray, uvleſle there be uttes. 
rance, and in outward .expreſfiions anothe 
Saint judgeth of my heart, ſo that as to out 
ward appearance, no man can demonſtrat 
anothers praying, but from the heart co the 
tongue, 

- But let us take heed of confining prayer 
onely to a way of utterance; for I prov 
chat a Chriſtian may pray, and never feaks 
word, as in Rom.8.26. The Spirit helps our 
infirmities with ſighs and groans uuntterable 
Sure then the tongue cannot manifeſt whar'is 
in a Chriſtian many times when he prayes; 
| Fortheſe ſighs and groans are the immediate 
' Soings out of the heart, which there is a want 

in words to expreſſe; | 
Further, che Spirit ſaith, Pray alwaies , /ne[ 


zntermiſfione, 1 Theſ.5.17. Without any ceaſing, 
for ſo the word &Jraxcinlos fignities ; now 
no man can verbally pray alwayes, for if ſo, 
then he could have no oportunity to do any 
other exerciſe : If it ſubſtantially conſiſt in 
voice, how then ſhall a dumb man pray? ſome 
were born tongue-tied, yet Ihepe no man wil 
fay they may not pray ; ſo likewiſe I would 
ask how many , or how few words make a 
prayer, if properly that be any thing asto-the 
ſubltange, what ovade the Publicans ſaying, . 
. Go 


LH 
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go be merdfull to me a finner? there were but 


Ix words, . was it not his heart that made it 
a Prayer ? yea, ſure. Put I conclude this with 
 Hannahs Prayer, 1 Sam.1.12. When, ſhe pray- 
ed, El: marked her month ; now Hannah /pake 
in her heart, only her lips moved, he thought ſhe 
had not: prayed, becauſe he heard nor her 
yoice ; but the Spirit ſaith ſhe prayed ; alas ! 
many are not able to ſpeak words as other 
men can, -ſhall we conclude upon that that 
they may not pray 2 God doth not ſo much 
reſpe&t what words he utcers, but wich what 
beart he cries to him ; therefore let none ju- 
le out one truth with another, for a Prayer 
is demonſtrated both wayes, yet I fay,he that 
hath the ſpirit of prayer will uſe both, and 


| [let no Profeſſor judge prayer only in outward 
' appearance , as the world doth , but judge 


righteous judgement : This I hint at onely 
for the comfort of fome Chriſtians that want 
words to cxpreſfe their heart. 


Cav IV, 
Whether a juſtified perſon mA) pray for the par- 


dox of fin. © 


22 queſtion not rightly underſtood, 


makes a difference of judgements a- 


mongſt men, ſome ſaying, we ought to pray 
for pardon, others we ought not. - 

And it may ſeem ſtrange, that one juſtified, 
pardoned, ſhould after this pray for parton 


of thoſe ſins-that are already pardoned ; this 


may ſuppoſe Chrilt hath not fully fatished, ſo 
then the queſtion will be, whether we may 
pray for pardon of ſach fins as are done a- 


way by Chriſts death ? For I ſay, this is unde- | 


niably true, that the Father is fully ſatisfied 


for all the linnes of thoſe which believe on | 


him. | 
To underſtand this then, I underſtand par- 
don with this diſtinRion, that there is a two- 
fold praying for the pardon of (in. 

The-one isas to a Judge. 

The other is as to a Father. 

: Now- the right apprehending theſe two 

will refolve the ſcruples. 

1, Firſt then as to a Judge, I may after the 
' manner of men, give this alluſion ; God firs 
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as 


. 35 a Judge upon the Bench to execute Malefas 


Qors: Now for a believer to pray unto God 
for pardon under this notion;is not according . 
to truth; for Lam not now to ſappoſe God ' 
ſits as a Judge to me, and ſo pray . this is only 
for unbelievers, as I may d. monſtrate it by 
this inſtance, * | | 

The :Judge that fits in the ſeat of Judica- 


ure hath .many malefactors brought before 


him, he condemns them according to Law. 

Now ſuppoſe it lies in the Judges breaftta 
acquit whom he will; he clearing any from 
the paniſhment, the priſoner is cleared from 
that faQ; now he knowing himſelf freed ſayes 
no more, Good iny Lord forgive me, if he doth 
the Bench will tel] him, he rs already pardan- | 


_ &d, and ſo bid him hold his peace. 


| Now under this notion all men ſtand bes 


| fore God as guilty ; now it lies in the heare 


of the Father to pardon whom he will, when 
he in Chriſt manifeſts this ſalvation, then the 


penalty is taken off as co. finall Judgement; , _ 


you will then plainly judge it at leaſt weak- 
neſle in ſuch a man to ſay, Lord forgive me; 
when he knowes his fin is pardoned: For this 
is only a prayer of unbelief ar beſt ; as Pax! 
teſtifies, Say not in thy heart, who ſhall aſcend 
into Heaven ? this is 10 bring (rift down frons 
above; that is to ſay, this denies that Chrilt 
of + RR hath 
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 _kathriot performed what the Fatherfſent him | 
| --. to finifh, this is derogatory to Gods love ma- 
nifeſted in his Son. | 
- - But I muſt confefſe a converted man at firſt 
by reaſon of miſapprehenfions may pray for 
a further aſſurance of that pardon, for few 
men at firſt have full aflurance. 
- Objef. But it may be objected, that David 
after converted, prayed, P/al.51.9. Blot out 
. nine 5ngquities; it ſeems David by theſe words 
thonght his fins not all cancelled. 8 | 
| I anſwer, David might thus pray , as not 
thinking all his fin was pardoned, but it was 
rather his want of Faith, then that they were 
not pardoned ; and in that P/a/m we may 
read, when Nathas the Prophet came and 
told him he was the man that killed Vriab, 
ghe ſuddenneſs of the word ſtruck to his heart, 
and ſo. from thence he thought God had nor 
forgiven all his fin : He ought: ro have ſor- 
rowed for his going aſide, but not de- 
ſpaire. 6. WE 
Now we are not to ſuppoſe a change in 
God concerning this at, but onely in our 
ſelves, as David deſcribes the blefl:dacfle of 
the man to whomGod imputes not ſin, Roxs.4. 
| 7.0 Aud whoſe ſinnes are forgiven and covered : 
This word covering is a metaphoricall ſpeech, 
cwing that God looks not now upon us as 
TT SE RY. liners 
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acquitted us from that condemnation thag _ 
: might fall upon us; for we are not to conſider 
God in this ſenſe,one while forgiving ſin, and * 
ahother while imputing it to ns: Andindeed 


where eyer-any man that truly believes fo _ 


prayes for fin to be pardoned, is but a deceit - * 
of the Serpent to keep us in continuall fears 
to think God at one time its over us 8s a Fae 
ther, another time as a Judge : For; it is not 
neceſſary fora Believer to doubt, as many ſay, 
though I know God hath many ends for. our 
good inthat alſo. ve, $4 
I conclude this particular with this afferti® _ 
on, as before is cleared ;, That for any Belie. *: 
ver ance juſtified (5 foro confcientie) ro pray 
for pardon, as toa Judge, not onely- makes *' 
-Chriſts death imperfe&, but ſayors _— F 


of Popery, as if I could nor be fully fave 
by thar atisfaRtion; and I adviſe all that traly 
beare the name of the Lord, to take heed of 
Prayers made thus in unbeliefe, for they 


' hereby. bring themſelves under the Law of 


-Workes, and hinder the progrefle of much 
ſpirituall good in their ſouls. 
Bute ſecondly,there is a praying for the par 
don of fin as to a Father : Now in this ſenſs _ 
-my judgement is,that a believer ought to pray _ © 
for pardon, = C3 For 


—_ T:-8 
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| : For want of this difkmction that: is laid | 
! -gown, many (though'otherwile godly) think | 
-they ouyght not to pray for pardon', and all 
:thar they have for it is onely taking pardon 
Þþurt.in:one fenſe, and do not diſtinguith it. | 
- >Bat ſome ſuppoſe God ſeeth not'fin in his 
:pcople, becauſe he is fully well pleafed and 
reconciled to us in Chriſt, and ſo1f he takes 
no notice of ſin, then it is our weakneſle to 
ack forgiveneſſe-of that which God ſeeth not; 
' -and for this opinion 'that place of: Scripture 
ſeems-in- the letter to fayour, Numb. 23. 21. 
He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, »or tranſ- 
greſſion in Iſrael; now we muſt underſtand 
che ground of this fpeech, Balazm had recei- 
ved command from: God to blefle his peo- 
ple, and Bw/ack thought that curſing ſhould 
be pronounced againſtthem, hanece this 
place onely teſtifies thar God feerth not fin in 
his people, fo as to condemne them, nothing 
ſhall proſper againſt them, God doth not fa 
fee {in-in them asto cauſe the fruit of fin to 
take hold upon them, for there is no mchant- 
ment againſt Iſrael, they are covered with his 
garments, therefqre freed from all ſuch ſor- 
ccries. [5 
Bur T-hope, none will deny God to be a 
Father, and though' fin is ſaid to be covered, 
yet it is abſurd for any to conceive ſin can be 
| | carried 


| «carried out of Gods | fight, for he is 'every 
| where, and ſuch an opinion makes God not 


omniſcient, and conſequently not God. 
- . Furcher, I would. ask whether: that. place 
be erue, 2. Sam. 11.27. the fin David' commit» 


ted was evill in the fight of the Lord, now . 


David was a_ Saint in as true 2 ſenſe: as any 
are., yet God ſaw his evill, and 'we can- 
not believe but if man may ſee finne, God 
much more. . 

. But ſome fay, God may ſee it, but in re- 
ſp: of his wall, he hath bound: himſelf nor 
to ſee it;by aboliſhing it our of his ſight, and 
cloathing/us with his cighteouſneſle, 
 ITaftfwer, God hath in his will determi- 
nednorto ſee finne, fo as to condemnation 
and pundhment: he will not ſo firiftly take 


 Horicedf:ſinneim them as in the wicked, in 


ſuch a. capacity, Hebr. 4. 13. all things are 
nahebeud open in his fight, that is, not the 
leaſtthings, but the moſt inward, and ſecret 
things of the heart, they are difſeRted or ana- 
tomized,(roynailoue) cut up as Chyrurgians 


doe @creature, to.find every vein, or muſcle; 


thus if. God ſeeth ſin, then it makes way to 
prove thar pardon of ſin may be prayed for : 


Now Chriſt hath nor taken away the relati- 


on of God as our Father by his death, none 
will judge that true, 
Z C 4 of What 


hb 


ns 


not he chaſtiſe his ſon ? yea, ſure ; as for in» 
ſtance, A father that hath one only ſon that 
1s ſole heire to his lands, the ſon ſometimes 
may crofle his fathers command , and .he may 
correfhim for it, yet he bids ask him fore 
givencſle, and I will-not chaſtiſe. yon , yer 
the ſon khowes his father cannot dilinherit 
him for his untowardneſle. 


Thus God 1s a father to a believer , who | 


ſomrimes may diſobey a command; now may 
not God in this relation'of a Father in love 
chaſiiſe his. child for' good ? and though a 
Saint knowes God wi}l -not diſinherit” him, 
yet he will ask forgiveneſle in this fenſe ; as 
Auguſtine ſaith, Abyſſus percati invocat a« 
byflum pene , one deep calls upon another, 
the deep of fin on the deepof puniſhment 


but to a Saint I judge that all puniſhment for. 


fin, accorditg tothe terme: of the word, is 
taken away, only a loving correction, whe- 
ther God caſtigates for fin, or from ſin, Thave 
2 latitude in my judgement to ſuppoſe both 
may be true; and I believe that Chrift never 


ſo ſatisfied God, as that he ſhould not corre& 
his people; for Chriſts. death did not at all 


extend to that particular , when Chriſt bad 
his Diſciples pray , he exhorts them to fay, 
forgive us onr treſpaſſes. 

| "Ih Now 


" 


What ther: is the relation of a Father,may 
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Now if they need 'not to ak pardon in 
this ſenſe, why was. this Petition included ? 
ſo it is fpoken to Saints by the firſt words, 


ſay , Qur.. Father; now. in what 'ſenſe this © 
Prayer may meane we ſhould aske pardon? 


I anſwer, onely as to a Father, and no 
otherwiſe; ſo foh; If we confeſſe our” ſing, 
be aq faithfull and juſt to forgine us our 
ſins, 1 Johs 1.9. why, was nor fſinne for« 


| given. before ? Yea, in reſpeR of juſtifica« 


tions but this confeſſion and pardan is' 0n+. 
ſy ;undera:ifatherly relation : Yet hereby I 
doe not underſtand, that our Prayers make 
any change /in' Gods. Will, þut:;rather in 
praying God doth' manifeſt. what /he-will da 
to us and for us; ſo then I judge that a 
Chriſtian :'6ught not-'to [pray to God:48 a 


Judge [for pardon , but" may canſider him'as 
xEgchers:; + tt + Lag Lao 
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changed, and how. .* © 
OD from ageto 28e brings forth oe 


-. Kr 
\Þ 


rp hether this viſible world ſhall be Aefirayed , or $ 


: 4m: 


&_ F»!d trath as new unto the worldy theres | 
Fore let-not the Reader ſtumble , "if, he find ]Þ 


that here which may at preſent be-contrary'to 
moſt mens judgements... . | 


For 'that opinion. of ſome: that: ſay: the | 


world is judged already in the Saints m ſome 
reſpeR is true, to him that livesin ſpirit.; but 
I will-not ſpeak of that, Ileavetheend to try 
all things.-/ 4 098? OL. j-TO0OT Dii$-ealz no. 
- + My diſcourſe ſhall only be'of this queſtion; 
Whether this viſible frame of things; thall be 
deſtroyed, or changed, which is a great que» 
Nion amongſt godly men; which I fay not 
that I will reſolve , but only hint at it as the 
gruth is manifeſted in me : Firſt, that this vi- 
fible world ſhall be deſtroyed by materiall 
fire, as ' ſome places ſeem to allow, as 2 Pep-3» 
7. where the heavens and the earth arc kept 

in ſtore reſerved unto fire, ſome think that as 

the old world was deſtroyed with water, ſo 


the Anti-type mult be like it, that is to ſay,de- 


| - An 
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Fire isan element ſtrong-and fierce, there- 


> (fore all: matter rhar is tangible by:ic may 
{Þe conſumed, | but the viſidie world kath 
. {matter fit for fire to: feed upon, therefore it 


& [ſballbeburat. + 


d theological,and it wil not be a hard matter to 
-Jprove that a great part of the earth, and hea- 


But "this argument 1s more { icall then 


' 


vens is not matter for-fire, but rather fights'a- 
painft:it, 4” | 
'Inthe 12, Verſe of the aforeſaid Chapter, 
the heavens being on fire hall be diſſotved, and 
the element ſhall melt with fervent heat; that as * 
fire conſremes all fiubble, ſs there ſhall bran wt- 
ter conſarmation : Soin' 2Theſ.1,8, he thall 
come in flaming fire taking vengeanpe's  fome 
from theſe places conclude, that it' will be 
materialkfire, and all things ſhall'be burnt ap. 
Now to anſwer theſe places, thetgate fome 
Scriptures that ſpeak not of an. utger deſolz- 
tion, and if I erre,confider with thyſelf T am 
not alone. ECOL 515 Ty : 
I may ask. whether thofe former places 
ſpeak of fire in a metaphoricall fenſe, and by 
way of alluſion and no more; that as the na- 
tore of fire is co purge and purifie drofſe out 


| of metalls, and it ſuddenly burnes up all 


combuſtible 
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denneffe of that change, and thatirt wilf 

purge the world-of its drofle : And for. th{*: 
beavens melting with fervent heat, it may point] 

this co us, that they thall melt ſo as wax dothſ® 
by the candle, whete it is not deſtroyed, but® 
onely made pliable to receive the impreſſion] 

of the ſcale : ſo the heavens may thus be ſaid|©* 
to melt, that is to ſay, not deſtroyed, bur onlyſ*" 
changed from thoſe corrupt qualities that are 
init, not of the ſubſtance ,- it ſhalt receive|®' 
the decp impreſſion of Gods image and tl 


glory. - | | p 
Now to illuſtrate this, that there will only cl 
:be a change, 2 Pet.3.13. Nevertheleſſe we loo fi 
for a new beaven,and a vew earth,wherem dwells th 
yightconſneſſe. This ſeems to allow, thatonly! b 
the corruption ſhall-be taken away ,' and we l 
ſhall have a new heaven and carth in righre-| aq 
ouſneſſe; -They ſhall be brought forth into 2 
Nate of-purity, freed from bondage, Nor per 
Snteriturn. priſtinorum, ſed commut ationem 2] 
welizer; not by a deſtruction of the 01d, but by 
achange into a better : ſo David ſpeaks, P/al, 
192.26. The hequens ſhall waxe old as a gar- 
went, as a veſture ſhalt thow change them , aud 
#hey ſhall be changed. He ſaith not here de- 
troy them, BY 
" . Now * 
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jj} Now the changing a thing is a converting 

thithe ſame to the beſt advantage, | 
in And the alluſion ſeems to be ſtrange,that as 
fa veſture when changed is not deſtroyed, but 
,Joncly refined, dreft, the beſt fide outward. 
og! So the world hath at preſent corruption 
a;d|covering it as a garment ; therefore it may be 
\y|tranſlaced into a better ſtate : For, if Davids 
re[words hold true, then ir muſt be changed, bur 
yelnot deſtroyed. And indeed the worſt fide of 
ig]the world is now outward fince Adams fall, 

' But I will not determine whether this 
change will be by materiall fire, or whether 
fire in thoſe places be a figurative ſpeech. For 
zthe inſtrumentall cauſe of this change,'I may 
ly ha ve ſome ground to ſuppoſe the contraty, 
;el put will leave this to the end which tries all 
-.| things. 
a| Some have conyerted theſe Scriptures into 
other myſterions ſenſes, and I judge a ſpiritu- 4 
oj all uſe may-be made of all things: Yet let 
y| 2one be ſo ignorant as to bind one ſenſe up- 
1,| on ſuch places as theſe are;*for ſome Scrip- 
tures have both a literall and a ſpirituall mea- 
41 ning under them, 

For inſtance,where Chriſt is ſaid to raiſe the 
dead, cleanſe the lepers, heal the fick, and 
, | thelike, no man can truly deny but that. 
CHRIST did fulfill this in che letter : 
/ ve 


» 
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yet hedoth itin a ſpiricuall ſenſe : alſo every 'C 
- man hath CHicroco/mos, Ectilefraſt: 3.11. © 
liccle world in him:, Now God in ordefſ© 

to the great change; begins firſt in mans hearr{ 
therefore let Chriſtians take heed of denying 
one truth by binding it to another : For to] * 
 avoiderrorT would take ſuch Scriptures in| * 
.thelargeſt ſenſe, for both theſe meanings mayſ * 

' - bein few words: 
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| Car. VI. 

' Whether all creatures ſhall be reflorell to theis: | 
|- prifiinate ſlate in Adam. 1 


r 
I 
y 
[n 
1 HE whole Creation ſince«fdams fall|® 
hath been ſubje&t to innumerable evills| 
and changes : Now ſome are of opinion that - 
all creatures ſhall be reſtored, excepting ſuch Þ 
as are for the food and cloathing of man, and 
they give this reaſon, becauſe man ſhall have] © 
no need then of ſuch helps, but ſhall be per- G 
fe. + *  :.F® 
' I anſwer : By the ſame rule all creatures] 
ſhall nat be reſtored; for every creature in} 
its kind doth ronduce to the life of man, as |! 
might be made cafily to appeare : For whiat- t 
Ever concurrest0 life may be called food and} ? 
RR 
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Frloathins; ſothar if avy {creature maybe ex2 

. indod from this liberty by the forms opini- 
{e $02, thenall may. 22 14s pn 
rr]. But doth not that place teſtifie thatall ſhall 
nol not be reſtored, 1/ai.60. 19. The Sun ſhall be 
tol Yo wore light by day, nor the Moon give tight 
ind #0 thee, but the Lord ſhall be thy everlaſtin 
ay] {g4r. I might give a ſpiritual ſenſe of theſe 

| words, but ſhall only anſwer as to the que- 
| tion ; it ſeems by this place that the Sun and 
- Moon ſhall be deſtroyed; 
| Tanſwer: The Prophet ſpeaking.of the.gla- 
rious appearing of God, ititimates-all fuch 
;3] lights thall be darkened as we have walked in 
| wicthonr himſelfe : But if it may be-litterally 
| underſtood,'then mark the words , he. ſaith 
11] Not the Sun and Moon ſhall be no. more, bug 
tof they ſhall give light no more ; that is to ſay, 
their light ſhall be £0.more in reſpec of that 
+ | profit man hath had by them ,, for God. ſhall 
e our light, our ſtate will be beyond the 
creatures perfeRion,much leſle (hall we wane 
their light : Yet they may be, though we have 
No benefit by them, as no man is ſo blind in 
« | jadgment as to ſay the Sun is not, becauſe it is 
n{ under a cloud; and as the © greater light 
ſwallowes up the lefle, ſo this teſtifies onely / 
that the light of God will ſwallow the light 
| and luſtre of all excellencies, as to our ad- 

Wi Oh cds Vangage, 


_ 4 


judge "there will be a reſtauration of all 
things, and thoſe words witnefle it Rows.8.21, 
T he creature it ſelf was made [ub jet 10 vanity, 
and it ſhall be delivered from the bondage of 


corrnption into the gloriowt liberty of the ſons of| 


God, | 
Now then the bondage of the creature 


what is it, but a ſubjeRion to corruption?| 
Look then what liberty the ſons of God ex-| 


peR, the ſame all creatures are to have ; but 
it 157/40 040, in their kind, or according 
to their nature : I {ay not a part of the creati- 
on, bunt the whole creation (or eyery crea- 
ture) groans for the manifeſt ation of the ſons 
of God. Andalithough they have not a ſenſe 
of liberty, yet they tiave of miſery: ſo Aﬀs 3. 
2T, mentionsatime when there muſt be a re-| 
ſtitution of all things. Now if the whole 
creation hope for that which they fhould ne- 
yer attain ts,why are thoſe Scriprures mentt- 
oned ſo fully to this point ? 

Therefore I concJude, that there will be a 
generall reſtaucation : but whether they ſhall 
be reſtored to the ſtate in Adam, or more glo- 
rious, I will not fully determine : yet ſuppoſe 
it will be a more glorions perfeRion, 


—— 
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bt it ; yer many men have weakly betrayed their 
"| wiſdome in ſpending much time upon this 
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Crap. VII. 
then, or about what time will this change be *- 


FT His queſtion being more dificule than 


| neceflary, I may not ſearch into the time, 
| holdingit godly wiſdome to be ignorant of 


- particular: | 
- Twill, onely hint at ſome probabilities 
that divers haye ſuppoſed about ic. 
Firſt, there were many Jewes got an 0pi- 
nion from one Elias a man eminent amongſt 
them, Who ſaid, that as the world was made - 


| in ix dayes, and the ſeventh God reſted, (o 
{ the world ſhould ſtand: fix thouſand years 


and no longer, and ſtrengthened his opinion 


| upon 2 Per.3. 8. One'day withGod is a thou- 
| ſand Jears, and 4 thouſand years one day , and 


thus taking a day for a thouſand years , fix 
dayes make fix thouſand ; but alas , he con- 
ſidered not the ground of this expreſiien, 


-| which Peter onely uſerh to confute the fleep- 


ers of thoſe dayes, that thought God was far 
enough off, he condemns their ſecurity, and 


| informes them time is nothing to eternity. 


A ſecond ſort were ſuch as by Arethmetical 
f numbers, 


Vv_ 


numbers, as by a witty invention calcuſated] 
the time, as one did out of two :words, Con | 
fLagratlo MUnD1,finding ſo many numeral 
letters in: theſe words as make up 1657. from 
thence concluded, that in thac year the world 
maſt end; and to hold up this opinion, they 
ſay Noahs flood was in 1657. | 
So othets , as Picus Mirandulga, ſaid it 
ſhould end in 1905. And formerly in Ger- 
many divers weat about, ſaying, in iuch a year 
it muſtend : AsTIhave read one Thoda a wo- 
manin Germany in 848. went *abour ſtreets| 
and told people that ſhe had it from an An» 
gell, rhat che world ſhould cnd that yeare, 
whereby many became prodigal| of their 
900ds, fearing they ſhould not ſpend them 
in ſo ſhort a time. Others more moderately 
divide the world into fix Apes, and fay the 
ſeventh Agethe end muſt be; the Apes are 
thus divided. 
_ Firſt, from the Creation to the Flood. 
_ Second, from the Flood to eAbrabar. 
Third, from Abraham to David. 
' Fourth, from David to the Captivity. 
Fifth, from the Captivity to Chriſt. 
Laſt, from Chriſt toithe end of the world; 
ſo that the beginning of the ſeventh age will 
be the fulf reſtauration: And as Enoch was 


the ſeventh from Adam, and. was tranſlated, 


forl 
7 


| for God took him; fo th rs 
_ of this ſtate, that the ſeventh Age God ſha] 


| more open will ſuch truths bg ag concerne 
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m 7 ſo this may be a fign 


be fully manifeſt : This opinion my. judge- 


meat leads. me to believe neareſt to truth ; 


far certainly this is the laſt age, as Heb. 1 .:2- 
witnefleth, 

Now to ſuch as will deſcant upon time, 
to fſhew their learning, 1 will leave. them tp 
learne what thoſe words meane, Aark.13.32 . 
But of that day and hour knoweth no mat, n0 


not the Son, [ave the Father. ”. = 


Mo mat. —_—Wkw_CT 


Cruapy. VIII 


what ſure ground we have to believe this change 
P nigh. pe 


A Ltchough I am againſt ſuch as prefix 3 
K.time to this change, yet as great men. 
ſend Harbingers before them to pive notice 


, of their coming ; ſo God hath divers meſ- 


ſengers that proclaime this coming, | 
_ I, Firſt is the unſealing of rhe Scriptures, 
God reveals not all at once, 25 time ſhuts up, - 


'trath opens, God hath truch for ſeyerall a- 


ges; Daniel was bid to ſcale up the book till 
the end, Dan. 132.4. the nearcr the end 1s, the 


D 3 the 
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the end; God will not Ts his curtains ful- 
ly open, not ſhew all at once, men ſhall run 
#0 and fro, and knowledge ſhall increaſe. 

Firſt, this intimates an inquiſition in people 
after the Lord ; they ſhall incuire the way to 
Zion with their faces that way: as ſnow ga- 
thers by rowling, ſo truth ſhall mightily 
increaſe by going to'and fro, the nearer 
the Indge 1s, the more the people run and in- 
quire when he comes. 

Secondly, to and fro notes the ſweet- 
nefle of fellowſhip amongſt brethren , they 
ſhall run to and fro, backwards as well as 
forwards, not to this friend, or that friend, 
but to back: friends as well as boſome-friends, 
there will be no reſpect of perſons in this 
ſenſe: this notes his coming nigh who is him- 
{elfe no reſpecer of perſons : The poor and 
the rich will be one with aknowing doule, 
the language wil not be, I will go to the 
rich mans houſe; no, the rich hath many 
friends, bur the poor are deſtitute, When a 
houſe ison fire, men ſay not I will ſtay at 
home, becauſe I amrich, or an Officer , but 
all run to'quench the fire ; ſo when there is 
a fire of an inlightened underſtanding kindled, 
then we ſhall fee Saints go to a Lazavm as 
well as toa Dives: Knowledge is mach 1m- 
proved in theſe days,I wiſh it be as well pra- 
; Aiſcd, ” i ; 
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[42] 

2, .The ſeconc_ note is, the. coldneſſe of 
love amongſt Profciſors: Many ſhall be no- 
rable quench.coales in this laſt age : Honeſt 
Latimerſaw loveſo cold in his time , that he 
thought Dooms: day at hand ; But alas, how 
dead are Profeſſors now in Joye ! "And the 
reaſon is, becauſe mens aff:Rions are placed 


upon Opinion, and not upon praftice; Such 


a man is of my opinion, therefore I love him ; 
this is ſelf-love : Lord, what a helliſh fire will 
this kindle. ! ! May not aman be thy brother, 
and yet not like thee in all things? 

I would ask all Profeſſors this queſtion, 
Whar isir you love ir-one another? Is it the 
form, or the power of godlineſſe ? One part. 
divides from anather, becauſe they are not in 
way, or that way of worſhip : But confi- 
der, this is not Chriſt all, and in all > - 

I ſuppoſe none ought. to be ſoi ignorant AS 
to ſay, A man is the leſle a Chriſtian ,- becauſc 


he is not of the Presbyterian Church ſo cal- | 


led ; neither is he the lefſe a Chriſtian, becauſe 
he is not of the Independent Church fo cal- 
led. If you all hold the Head, you are of one 
myicalſ Body, and [hope witl 
meer together as the general e Aſſembly and 
Church of the firſt-born, whoſe names are writ- 
ren in heaven, Heb.13.23. 


— Have fellowſhi p then in the ſpirit of truth 
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theniih Divinity, by reaſhn of thoſe conten- 
' | Tiotis that were amongtt brethren. For, men 


in diſputes rather diſpure for ſelf,then truth.: | 


Pride wilFnot let men” ſabmit, though con- 
ſciepce tells them they ſpeak againiſt. truth, 


This 


'co|Unieſſe of love demoniſtrares the 


change fior far off. 


3. 


The third nore is, the workivg of mi- 


races, Afatth.24.24. Mev uſually admire a 


thing done beyond their capacity ;* ſuch 


works have naturally a great force upon mans 
Fahcy - Asthe Jewes require a ſigne,, ſo the 
Z&Hoully ignorant ſhall mightily follow and 


adore fuch men. 


» 


» 


©" Mafy there are that out of weaknefſe of 
jade ment think there can be no preaching,be- 
call 


C 


theApoſtles did work miracles. 


""Tanſwer, that miracles were not ih any de- 


planting the Goſpel] :, And although ſome 
may expe miracles in theſe laſt rimes, which 
Tronfe *muſt come td pafle , yet I know no | 


zee efſentiall ro make a Miniſter :, For , the 
Apoſtles might preach without them ; enely 
God 'was. pleaſed to uſe them , for the firl 


place that thencions, that God will ſend any 
of. his. peaple that ſhall work them, but rather 
they ſhall be ay. as Mar,13-22- 


/ 


te 
41 


| Baſt c> nplains of bis time; 
Tharht faw more unfon in Arts and Sciences, 


Kifes, | 


x L; 
r - 
, 


ſties The'Papiſts MS Legend-jof ies: tell: 
the Peoplegthat they are the true Church,be- 
cauſe they: work miraches ; but they arc 
| Miracles. PI} 
Signes are only for unbelievers, and the 
Kingdom of Heaven cometh not by obſerya- 


. | tion.:Sach/ thenas will not believe until they 


ſee miracies wronaght,T may ſay to them as A- 
brabani to Dives, Luke 16.31.Tbey have Miſes 


neither wilfithey believe, thewgh one rofe from 
the At aph3 1's Fre jd 


- S02thabizzhere working of ſuch miracles 


never bottow iz man the'more;becauſe he may 
£64) The fourth notoig:when the Goſpellis 


Aud ſively .God is. beginning much! :in this 
work: $o 2r his Swincs rogerher;: More in» 


» | firnnients/God wil raiſeFor this purpoſe, then 
' | everweteſince the world acgan :: For,we fee 
| God is breaking down 'tthoſe Lawets and di- 
| findiens that ifindred: many ntni dro this 
| gtovious work: But will net abſolntely de- 
| terchine the ſeveral{-wayes God-uleth tocon- 
vert mon: For, 2man may be converted by 
the reading lome- Scriptures, or: by ſome 
thoughts of God ; that is in a ſenſe a preach- 
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lying 


and the Prophets, if they will nov heare them, - 
are, it:iga\lignt of a Falſe Prophet; and I will 


goings through the whole world, Mark 13.1c. + 


ing 
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2” E 


24] 

ing td the heart, when: God ſpeaks within 

him, ſaying, thi z the way, walk, init : Sure T 

_ chat the Goſpel} fhaijl run and be glori- 
ed. 

5. The fifth note is, when the fire of love 
Soes out, then the fire of perſecution comes 
in ; the brother ſhall betray the brother : the 
nearer Antichriſt is to his end,the greater will 
be his rage: And this muſt come to paſſe: For, 
I-obſerve-;-the more zealous any man is for 
form them-power,' the greater .perſecutor 
will ſuch a people be, when authority is on 
cheir ſide. The reaſon is;Becauſe ſuch men do 
12 out of conſcience to God. Paxlrwas the 


greateſt. perſecutor we read. of -amodg the. 


Jewes : The tzwe fhall come when:men that hill 
you ſhall think they do God good ſcruice, John 
I 6.2. | 7-245, 

Hethar-is born after the flellv, will perſe» 
cate him that is born after the ſpirit; 1/onsaet 
will trouble Jac. God: hath' pulled; down 
one horn of this Antichriſt, I pray.God we 
may-not ſee a tharper rife in its ſtead 5. when 
the face.of Religionis onely waſhr ;;but:nat 
the heart; an outward reformation ,. but an 
inward deformation Jer.9.4; Thex truſt not 
34 abrother, for he will utterly {applant: we is 
hardeſt ro reconcile brethren, forlove cauſeth 
jealouſic. HER 23 
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A 
When you ſhall ſce the abomination of de- 
folation: [ Mar. 24.15. ] ſtanding where ic 
ought not : ſurely there is no place where 
abomination ought- to ſtand : This allndes 
ro Jeruſalem,a place where Chriſt and. his 
Diſciples had preached, they offered ſacrifice, 


bur to their own nets, madea ſhew of, wor-.,.” | 
ſhip, yer under it. ated abomination,perſecus // #3-., | 


and injuſtice. 3 $05 | 

I pray. God it may nat be ſo.with thee, O© 
England, to be a profefling-people, talk of 
holy walking, yer in this holy place'to at 
wickedneſle, 1njuſtice, oppreſſion, ſelt-ſecking 
and covetouſnefle, to make Religion a skreen 


| to all irreJigious praQtiſes ; this is ap.iniquiry 


to be panith d by the Judge : How;abomina- 
ble is at for one man, to pretend his neigh- 
bours:good, yet under, that notion, to. take 
bis laads\and. livings over his head ? . Many 
men make uſe of Religian as a Viccag to gee 
a horſe-hack into the worlds preferments ; 
Lord ! whether wili.chat man run, horſe, ri- 
der and all to deſtruction ! Such men have 
Gods cenſure, you eat my people as bread, ts 
ſhew thy ſelfe asif thou wouldſt feed Gods 
people, yet under it at ſuch abomination as is 
odtous to all; as the fiſher bairs his hook wick 
meat for the fiſh, when he intends onely to 
make the fiſh meat for himſclf, 

This 


[45] 


Thisis faich an abominacion which God in- | 


tends to pull downe in all , as he hath moſt 
gloriouſly begun this work, ſo come Lord, is 
the language of a true Iſraclice,throw it down 
m me and every one. 

The ſcarcity of vpright, unbiaſſed hearts 
notes the end nigh; #reall friend like Chriit 
who ſhall find, to prevent this miſchiefe that 
may juſtly come upon us ? I adviſe all thac 
Profefle the name-of the Lord in {ncericy, 
howeverthey are calle& or diſtinguithed by 
the corrupt man , thar they would loye all 
that beare their farhers image, though ir be 
fmall , not for formaks;' but for godlinefſe 
ſake, love the truth as'it is in Jeſus, not as this 
man, orthe other man {p*aks ir, and untill. 
this be, for my port I believe diviſions will 
increaſe,which'is the rode way to perlecution. 
Mark the words of James, Prre Relogion. and 
andefiled before God #nd4the Father, this; To 
wiſied the fatherlefſe children, and widdowes, and 
Zo keep yo ſetves #n(potted from the world, Jam. 
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i hether we may wot expelt a gloriow reft befort 


this finall appearing, and what reſt it will be, 


Lorious things are ſpoken of this laſt 
1ge, and diycrs opinions there are about 
it; ſome conceive a perſonall reign of Chriſt, 


as Rev. 20.3.4 They lived ana reigned with 
Chriſt « thouſan + years; but Tunderitand this. 


ſpiritually, that he ſhall reign in them, not as * 
he was upon earth, as ſome dream, for As 3, | 
21.{aith,the heavens.muſt retain him til the time 


of reftituticy of all things: Some thinky this 
thouſand years began at his birth, 'others ag 
his ReſurreRion, there, being books extant 
on this ſubje, I ſhall not Ipcak more of this; 


for to me I find not the leaſt ground of a per- | 


ſonall retgn of Chriſt: when he went away, 
he never ſaid, 1 wil! come againe perſonaſly, 
bur 1 will ſend my Spirit that ſhall lead you into 
all truth, not that I wilt-come again in fleth 
upon earth, and live a thouſand years , bir ite 


Spirit; and in chat place it is ſaid, they lrved 


and reigned with C hrift a thouſand years, but it 
ſaith not upon earth, for there is no ſuch 
word. : - | 
Bur I muſt truly ſay, there will be aFlori- 

| OUus 
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[48], | 
ous reſt for the Saints in divers particu. 
lars. | 
 Asfirſt, in powring out the Spirit,Foe! 2.8, 
Airs 2.17. Inthoſe dayes I will: powre out my 
Spirit on all fleſh, your ſons and devghters ſhall 
prophecie, you ſhall not fay one to another 
know the Lord, for you ſhall be all taughr of 
God; this promiſe in my judgement hath this 

meaning in it, that we ſhall no longer reſt in 
men, ye {hall not need that any man teach 
you, man with his principles, parts, learning: 
you (hall no longer ſay to this man, or that 
min,teach us, for ye ſhall all be caught of 
God, you ſhall be broughe off from that ſot- 
tiſh opinion in the world, that think none 
but men learned in Arts can teach, ne my 
Feit that (hall reach you, ye ſhall then come 
o acknowledge Gods teaching in all, for ye 
ſhall be made to confelle, that it is not Paul, 
eApollo, nor (epkas, but Chriſt in al that tea- 
cheth ; this promiſe doth not overthorw the 
preaching of the Golpell, as ſome men may 
Judge, bur is a comparative ſpeech, fignifying 
what knowledge Thall'be in theſe Jait times, 
and no man ſhall thetefore believe a thing 
rrue, becauſe the Miniſter ſaith ſo, but they 
{hall have a ſpirit of underſtanding given to 
know things, as 1 f04.2,27. declares to us, that 
« the ſame anomnting teacheth ns , fo we _ 
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judge whether it be God or man that ſpeaks, 


and thoſe weak words ſhall be laid aſide, as 
we now ſay, fuch and ſuch a man caught me, 
this is a deſtroying thy Maker; therefore thou 
ſhale ſay, I* was the Lord, and I knew it nor. 

I have many times admired why Chriſtians 
et ſolittle by hearing , andT find the cauſe 
co be this: they go to hear men and not Ged, 
and ſo they divide; if you be not taught of 
God to ove another, you can never learnit 
of men: Alas! man isbut che cane in which 


| ſugars lies, the trunk through which God 


ſpeaks; man is but Fob Baptiſt, a voice and no 
more; this will bea blcſled time when we 
(hall give every thing its due , not ſay ſuch a 
man can teach me more then another, this is 
a calling upon Aalcham, ro make ſome King 
or Ruler over thee, beſides the true God z 
{ all no man therefore your Maſter , ( or Tea- 
cher ) but one even God. 

2. Secondly, there will be much love and 
quietnefle amongſt people ; the Lion thall eat 
{traw like the Oxe,the Wolf ſhall dwell wich 
the Lamb, they (hall not hurt, nor deſtroy in 
all my holy mountain : Theſe are metapho- 
ricall expreſſions, to note God will mightily 
reſtraine the ſpirits of men; what a wonder 
is it to ſee a Wolfe lic quiet with a Lamb? 
ſo it will be, all Lion-like devouring, tyrannt- 
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ratively to former times: Men ſhall be filled 
with this divine wiſdome, the fool ſhall con. 


demn the wiſe, the weak the mighty, 1/ai-2.4,. 


They ſhall beat their Swords into plow ſhares, 
what ever was as a {word to kiil,deſtroy lives, 
liberties of one another, thar ſword ſhall be 
turned into a plow ſhare, it ſhall now worke 
for the good of all; this notes to us abun- 
dance of peace that will be in- mens ſpirits; 
No more cries or perſecutions ſhall be heard in 
our ſtreets, the time is coming that perſecn- 
tion ſhall ceaſe, 25.4.5. el! peaple will walk 
every one in the nume of his God, and we will 
walk in the name of the Lord our God; all ſuch 
Lion, and Wolvith ſpirits ſhall be taken a- 
away. 


3. Thirdly, for an outward peace how far 


'thar will extend, take a few hints: That cer- 
cainly tyranny ſhall be abated much, and ju- 
ſice ſhall run down like a river ; E/a, 32.18: 
T he people ſhall dwell in quict habitations ; and 
ſhall fit every man under his vine aud hu fig ree 


and none ſhall make them afraid, Aſic.4.4. No| 


power outward or inward {þall diſmay them, 


| ; for 
4 


om : 


zing, proſecuting ſpirirs ſhalt be'as a LambFfc 
made ſtill, and ſtirre nor, God wilt turn Liong 
into Lambs, great abominable ſinners into 
gracious Saints: Knowledge {hall cover the 
earth, as waters cover the Sea ; that is,comPas|- 
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untill this be done, we mult. expe 'ng 
fulfilling of juſtice to- run as a river.;; we 


have ſome ſtreames already , butithoſe de+ 


ccivers ſtop the current, they are, ſuch as 
darken caunſcll, Zuke 11. 52. keep the-key 
sf Knowledge, and by that gaine wedges 
of gold to themſelves, and D;ava mult dawn 
in all. To performe this worke, God faith, 


| Iſai. 1.26. 1 will reſtore wnto you. Rulers aa 


at the firft, ad Judges as at the' beginning 3 
God fits now a refining and gives.us/great 
hopes of Judges and Rulers , hating'\cove- 
touſneſle and ſeife-ends ; there mult be ſuch 


as are like Xetchiſedeke, ro know - no. kin+ 


dred or friend, when in Authority for- 
get all relations, but doe juſtice to- all 
without reſpet to this or that friend, 
Levit. 24. 22. There ſhall be one manner of 
Law as well for the ſtranger as the countrey- 
92a»: The Law ſhall be plaine, caſte, lec 
carrupt men feek what they can te hinder 
it, the ſtranger ſhall know ir, he that hath no 


learning, as well as he that hath ; the ſame ts 


the poor asto the rich. 


So 


| for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpokewir: 1 
q the abundance of corrupt Lawyers, ſhall be | 
pulled down, and when: thitis dongrhen re- 
| Joyce, O ye inhabitants of the earth,; for Ba- 
bylon, or confuſion and deceit is falling, ;and 


ſhall have only an earthly glory, grow high, 
and they onely poſſefle the high places of the 
eatth ; bur my judgement is, that there 
ſhall be a ſweet moderation in Government: 
and though we cannot expetall in Authori- 
ty ſhould be Saints, yer man (though cars 
nall) ſhall: have a ſpiric for che liberties of 
the People, and ſhall deal juſtly. 

' Now when God will accompliſh this 
worke he hath promiſed, I may not fully 
conclude, but ſay it ſhall be wrought within 
theſe few-yeares; for I ſee God is coming to 
throw downe oppreſſion, injuſtice, tyranny, 
in all powers on earth, and he hath already 
laid the way and foundation for this worke 
in theſe laſt eight years; therefore rejzoyce O 
ye people, for God is delivering you from 
thoſe outward bendages. | 


-* So from all this I ſay not that the Saints] 


Po 
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CHaP. X, 
eMX iaft of divine 7oy, aud what that joy is 


Thx Joy arifeth from a ſight of, and af- 
AF feRion to the moſt glorious objzect:Now 
in the working of joy it is neceſſary, that chere 
be a union,to and with the object, for no man 
can delight in that which he neither knows 
nor afte&s: and indeed theſe two are the 
wings of the foule that heighten rhis joy. 

Now in the order of joy, theſe two things 

much aggravate it. 
Firit, Contemplation in the mind of man, 
hxed upon the obje&; for every man , by a ſe- 
rious and ſolid meditation of what :1e afteas, 
kath a various delight in him, according to 
the nature of the objeR- 

Therefore God, by way of expreſſion as 
to us, did not ſo much rejayce in his fiat, as in 
his vidze, not ſo mach when he gave ail crea- 
turesa being , as when he ſaw their good- 
nefle; and he had much delight in his works 
made, becauſe in chemhe beheld his own I- 


mage and glory. 
A ſoul thus behoſding God , as one with 
im in Chriſt, being taken with the objeR, 
the thoughts of Godare ſweet ta him, as Da- 
_F:. a 


vu" 


was ſweet to me; for ſerious meditation 
carries this ſoul ſometimes in a rapture above 
it ſelf; and when a Saine comes to apprehend 
their infinite good in God, he is ſwallowed 
up in himſelf, and all fears are vanquiſhed in 
him, and is as Pay] whether in the body, or 
Out of the body he cansot tell; Part had for- 
got his formerſtate by the preſent purſuit of 
his defire, and overflowing of his affeRions 
towards that immortsll good he ſaw, he had 
forgot himf{elf, and had a new ſelf. Thus the 
ſoule when filled with joy, all its former fears 
are buried in the preſent joyes, as Facob when 
he heard his ſon Fo/eph was alive,his great fear 
of the lofſe of Benjamin was at preſent 0- 
vercome by that joy he had of ?oſephs ſafety : 
Thus a ſoal,'when rouched with the loadſtone 
of the Spirit, is drawn up into a greater joy 
and glory. Joy in this ſenſe makes death 
light and ſmall in a Chriſtians eye; for ſuting 
of qn objeR oppoſite to death, which is life, 
and by this bears out the diſmall apprehen- 
ſions of it, and with Paxl'cries, O death, 
where u# thy ſting? As Mariners when they 
come to land, make a ſhout to note their 
Joy ofa ſafe arrivall; ſo the ſoul by divine joy 
15 cagried from the ſea of earthlyconfuſion,and 


vid, 1 thought of thee in the night ſeaſon, aud it 


arrives ſafe into the land of Canaan , where 


his : 
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elf 
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his 
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his joy is unexpreſſible:thus divine Joy comes 
through the underſtanding, and works much 
upon the other faculties; This we may ob- 
ſerve in all men, that according to their con- 
templation, ſo commonly is their joy or de- 
light; for the mind of man feeds upon his de- 
light, as the Bee ſucks ſweetneiſe from the 
flower, as a worldly man his mind , and con- 
ſequently delight is molt upon his riches. 

2. The ſecond aſliftant to joy is hope, or 
confidence in the mind, whereby a.man waits 
for the accompliſhment of his deſires; as a 
man in priſon inferrs joy to himſelf from that 
hope he hath of liberty; for indeed hope doth 
enlarge joy, by carrying us from our preſent 
fears, co our future joys, Rem. 12.12. Reqoy- 
cing in hope ; this quickens our preſent joy by 
hope of a more full joy; for contidence addys 
{ſtrength to the weak,and courage to the fear- 
full, ſohope drawes in joy as the loadſtone 


doth theF needle ; Rom.5.2. Rejoyce in hope of 


the glory of God: it makes abſent things pre- 
ſent, and we feed upon thoſe joyes that are 
to come ; now beſides thoſe grounds of joy 
there are:others that much widen it. 

1. Firſt, the ſudden and ynexpeRed ape 
pearance of any good to ns ſurprizeth the 
{foul with much joy, as the long departure of 
a dear friend, his return tous not looked for, 

# 2 or 
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or expected, caufeth more joy, then if he had 
2iven notice of hiscoming. 

The reaſon of this is, becauſe they ſurprize 
us, and ſo ſtir up that affeRtion in us more ear- 
neſtly. Sudden joy hath fo wrought upon 
ſome bodies, that chey have died pleaſantly in 
the midſt of thetr joyes. I knew a man in 
Chriſt two years ago that was carried up in 
ſpirit 1rito the heaven of joy , that at preſent 


he wiſhr he might die inſtantly, ro goto that. 


bleſſed fellowſhip. Some have beea fo tranſ- 
ported beyond themſelves, that they have 
forgot their worldly bulineſie, and were as 
men loſt to reaſon, | 
2. The ſecond is ſtrength of deſire : For, 
#roag defires are never at reſt untill they are 
fatiated with the object of their Tefire ; For, 
detire ts like a woman with child, never qui- 
cted rill the obtains whar ſhe longs for. 
Waen. Darizs 1n his flight drank muddy 
water, he. profeſied he never found greater 
pleaſure in his drinking, becauſe the appetite 
of thirſt being firong, was much delighted 
where it met with a ſatisfaction, Thus the 
tou! of a Chriſtian haying ſtrong deſires in 
her, ſhe never reſts till ſhe injoyes the object 
of her debre :; For indeed a man can never re- 
joyce in that which he hath no deſire after. 
Proverbs 13.19, Defire accompliſhed is ſweet 
to 
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tothe ſenle : itbrings 7. joy and comfort 
to 2 Saint when his deſires are fulfilled : As 
the Hart pants after the water brooks,fo doth 
the ſoul after God. | 
And truly the ground why a Chriftian 
hath ſo little joy is, becauſe he hath not 
the ſtrength of deſire, and is not yet drawn 
by a divine power to thirſt after the living 
God. : 
3. The third is imagination. Imaginatt-" 


44, ih man is either the foundation of de- 


light or ſorrow ; Conception of any good 
in things moves delight in them : There- 
fore when Diogeves in his melancholy fan- 
cie took more delight in his tub, then 0- 
cher men do in their palaces : For, the fan- 
cte loves to feed upon ſome quaint thing 
diſtin&t: And as imagination works, it binds 
the heart to a delizht in whatever it con- 
ceives Pleaſant. Nivine joy moves in the 
ſame- manner as earthly joy doth, but one- 
ly pitcht upon a higher objeRt. Theſe two 
wayes divine joy manifchts it ſelf to us. 
Firſt; union is the principall conduit-pipe 
through which this joy proceeds: A ſout uni- 
ted to the Lord hath ail from him. What an o- 
cean- of joy coms into the ſoul, with that ap-. 
propriating title, Ged is mine ! For all true 
joy flowes as naturally from this, as the 
2 E3 L1VCC 


rivercuns, fromrhe Sea; and indeed the cauſe | 


of mans miſery. in-carth_ariſeth from a nat- 
knowinghimſelf united to the Lord. by one 


pirit ; for this union is much more. glorious. 


FFnany relation:on earth, and. carries all 


| ; ſwehenefſe anddelighe with it:: The; knot of 
 _ naion is tied ſo: ſtrong by divine love, that 
* what eyer is Gods pleaſure, can never be a . 


Saints paine, propricty gives life to a cauſe, 
when. a ſoul canſay ;. God and all in him is 
ine, and forme, 'what joy do you think ir 
will produce? .. 45+: J' 

Then ſecond'y,pofleflion adds much to a di. 
vine joy;thus faith doth; give the ſoul a poſle(» 
fion of him, who poſlefſeth all things; untill a 
man hath poffeſſion in bis own lands,he canne- 
yer fully.rejayce.; for this aggravates my joy, 


when I haye fo, much as at mycommand;Good 


old Simeon when he had imbraced Chriftin the | 
aa of faith, ghen for joy deſired to die, that 


he might fylly pgſſeſſe hirg; Thus a ſoul, when 
-$yjoying Chriſt in the arms of faich,- his ſore 


rowes are gone; what ,joy was there for 


the loſt Prodjgall when he was come-to his 
Fathers houſe,? As in outward delights thoſe. 
of incorporation, are better. then thoſe, of 
_adheſion ; ſo inward joycs they are ſtrongelt, 


becauſe they proceed from a fruition of good, | 


nor 2 ſpcculatiye apprehenſion; Now God 
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] is ſuch an infinite eternall. { 
is united ro him, jy by this dilates and opens 
the heart, whence it is called Lqgritia, which z. !* 


ſignifies Joy to be a ſpreadjng paſſion, forthe = / * 
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objeA is ſo-univerſally. good and. dyeet , that 
divine joy cannot be. bound, but :rpo& out 
freely to this glorious objeR;and there can'be 


| no locking up of divine joy, bur it.runs forth 


as the father to meet the loſt Prodigal} ':.. The 
nature of this joy. (as one ſaith) 1s like the 
water Of: £/cs/apixs his well, which is not ca 
pable of putritation. This I am ſure of, 
where the, ſoule joyes.in God, there can'no 
poiſon mix with ir, and there canbe no/tx- 
ceſſe in this delight, for heaven 1s its ptoper 
title, which ſignifies a Kingdome pf Joy ; 
eL thyright hand ave pleaſures for evermore : 
19y . further 


appears in two things. 


1. Firſt, it beholds life in eternity, for. 


in all naturall things joy doth ariſe from 
ſome kind of life or motjon. | 

Ecernal{ life is the womb of divineoy,that 
firſt brought ic forth, and is the nurſe: that 


| feeds it and ſtrengthens it ; Therefore .when 


the ſoule rightly underſtands that it ſhall live 
with the Lord, the ſpirit is exalted to. ſatiate 


46 ſelf upon life; on. the contrary, rake a 
man that knowes not this life, for che moſt 


E 4 Part 


FA 0 2 ts 2X: £3 4 PC TELL AS . WP; 72.7 7 $3 a8 D 7 0% Loot ries att £ ZR! 
ett £1 A Tb.» 4 ae. CO INTO 91.54 + __— 4 f og 54S fp 2f bo" ERS 
SI TRE Dacia Eee le yl ee EN Ne at» 
c AL 2” 7 —_ pri ta Ss Y "1 
” ot ok 
6 *>4.4 
F * 


# {oh nt 5 ABEL 
" 7 i. o - * ” 
v mY : ' k ( 
8 be. y FC 


Wen, DIR ce 
part, when he comes to dic, he is ſad, deſpai- 
ring, for death naturally produceth ſorrow as 
life doth joy. | 
Therefore, there ſhall be more joy tn hea- 
ven at the converſion of ne inner , then of nine= 
ty nine that need no repentance; To intimate 
nnto- us, that the joy of a dead man railed to 
life is much increaſed by the difficulties it 
met with in conquering death. = 
2. Secondly, Divine joy tranſports the ſoul 
beyond a fear of ſuffering ; nay, the ſoul! thus 
| fer upon glory , rejoycerh in tribulation it 
ſelfe, Cel.t.11, Therefore the Saints of old 
rezoyced that they were counted worthy to 
ſuffer -- Now afflition is an evill not to be 
defired ; yer conſidering the event all fuf- 
ferings, that they make way for a greater glo- 
ry, thus a Saint in divine joy ſees ro the end 
of all ſufferings: And as a woman in tra- 
vail forgets her pains, for joy that a man- 
Chiſd is born into the world ; fo divine joy$y 
ſaatches up the ſoule above all carthly bur- 
thens. As ſome Martyrs ſung in the fire, 
M.Philpot ſaid , the world wonders how we 
ean be ſo merry in ſuch miſery, but they con- 
{der not that God curnethour miſeries into 


Felicitie. So Yincentizs laughing at the tor-|* 


-Tures ſaid upon him,faid,they were his Zornlas 
.” ria & Ledicra, matters of ſport and paſtine 
: &©tO him. OE Now 


% ..., 


For | 

Now another reals oy Saints joy in ſuf- 
fering, is Chriſt went as a patterne before us, 
Heb.1 2. Whe for the joy that was [et before 
him induvtd the Croſſe, deſpiſed: he ſhame : Old 
Latimer tells us, that it's the greateſt promo- 
tion God gives in this world; thus 2 ſoul in dis 
vine joy calls death no more Marah, but Na 
om. 

A man in heaveclfy joy, we may ask him, 
guid agis ? but may as well draw in all the 
breath of the world, 2s tell whar a Saint is a- 
bout, not that therei is want of words, but 
want itt words to expreſls it : Therefore ic is 
called unſpeakable joy, x Per.1.8. not but that 


the dimenſions of this joy. 
Thus far of the nature of divine j 10y- 


An inconuragement to joy in " Lord. 


'$/a"bird while prifoned in acage, (ings 
little and dolefully, but when ſer at [0 
berty in the open aire, it ſlings ſweetly; 
fo a Saint is ina cage of an uncleane world, 


.|where his joy 1s bur ſparkling, bur when 


in the open aire of Gods ſweet Kingdome, 
then che ſoule will-fing ſweetly, as the lingers 


.|of Iſrael, Rejoyce then in hope, O my 


ae|ſoule,' let thy winter ſeaſons be paſt over 
with 


we may ſpeak of it, but we-cannot deſcribe : 


4s 


with delight, for thy 2 ig is nigh. Art | 
thou-afraid of death ?. Look into the land | 
of the living, and tell me, is not death ſwal-. 
fowed up in vitory? Art thou afraid of men? 
why behold, ((of-3.3:.) thy life is hid with | 
Chrift in God, lock'd up as a Jewell in a Cafſ- 
ket : Arr thon afraid of finne, doth chat hin- 
der joy? Theſtins of death which is [inne, is 
taken away, Chriſt hath fly ſatisficd.the' fa- 
ther for thee ; death is bur life growing out 
of it; ſorrow is joy 1n its ſeed budding forth; 
ſufferings are but ſo many leſſer Crownes 
breaking forth into greater glories: Why 
ſhould not a Saint rezoyce in all ſtates ? look 
on thy Sayiour, haſt thou nor cauſe to joy in 
him ? | Wt, 
While 'IchugbehFid the God of Love, a- e 
las, what's the world to me ! In its ſmiles; | J 
frownes, deaths contradictions, I compare it 
thus : U -. | 
Tris a5a pifture drawne out by a curious 
Artiſt, where it is not one colour makes the | 
image comely, but all the colours , the black} 
as well as the white linc,the red as well as the | Þ | 
blew, that makes it deleRable : Thus all in| ® 
the world is but a connexion of colours, take P 
all together they make a ſweet harmony z| Y' 
then O ſoul rejoyce, and know that all things| 5' 
' work for thy good, the dark part as well as| 
| the 
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fthe bright part of chings; whileſt thy joy is in | 
4 [rhe Lord, then in every thing thou mecteſ& | 
_ F with, rhou meereſt with a pleaſure , for thy | 
> | God doth all things well; delight thy heart in 

p | the Lord, if Satan hurt thy foule vvith his 

- | bloud-hounds, fly to the rock of Gods love, 

thou art ſafe ; fly in all thy diſtreſſe by this 

wing of love, to love: A Saint filled yvith joy 

flies co heaven aforehand, and hath the ſvveer | 
fcllowfhip of Gods Angells, ſpirits of juſt | 
men, in this bleſſed work of joy : Pax! was 

s | thus rapt up-to the third heaven; O the 

ſweet, glorious, divine, everlaſting, ſurpaſ+ 

c | ling, viveſicating, ſoul-filling, ſpirit-ſtrength- 

1 | ning, nnknown, yet well known joys of glo- _ 
ry! thy joy O earth! is but as the crackling of + 
thorns: thou art droſly, frothy, frenzy in thy 

joy, all thine is bur imaginary conceited joy.A 
Chriſtian ſees that every thing is but borrowed 

in the world, time will challenge all ſuddenly: 

the great man, rich man, noble man, voJuptu- 

- Ous man, coyetous man , time will challenge 

i-{ you all; then whoſeare your honours, riches, 
pleaſure, profits? all die with you; but bleſſed 

are ſuch as partake of divine Joys: I onely can 

point at this joy, but cannot paint it out to 

you: Thercfore rejoyce inthe Lord alway, and a= 


gain, Þ fay, reJ2Jce, Phil. 4. 4, 
FINIS. 


